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“Wilderness and Feral nature” 
Working group

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf

https://uicn.fr/aires-protegees/wilderness/

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-6-2009-0034_EN.pdf
https://uicn.fr/aires-protegees/wilderness/
https://uicn.fr/aires-protegees/wilderness/
https://uicn.fr/aires-protegees/wilderness/
https://uicn.fr/aires-protegees/wilderness/


4

Semantic questions
Wilderness // Feral Nature
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WILDERNESS

Never significantly altered by 

humans.

=> Original condition.

FERAL NATURE

Previously altered by humans, 

now regaining autonomy.

=> Becoming wild again.

=> Freely evolving areas: from a state -> to a process.
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The process of Freely evolving areas
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Human intervention Managed ecosystem

Reduction of interventions
Ecological processes 
unfold freely

“FREELY EVOLVING AREAS”

Not a target ecosystem, but a trajectory.
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“Organised” Freely evolving areas
vs Spontaneous sites
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“ORGANISED” SPONTANEOUS - FORMER AGRICULTURE

© Jean-Claude Génot© Jean-Claude Génot
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Freely evolving areas: 
One concept, multiple realities

https://uicn.fr/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Typologie-de-la-libre-evolution_juin-2026.pdf
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❖ Located in the eastern French Pyrenees, 
close to the Spanish border

❖National Nature reserve since 1973

❖ 336ha, ranging from 600 to 1,250m above 
sea level

❖ Largely inaccessible mountain forest with 
very limited human disturbance, freely 
evolving for 150 years

❖ Part of the UNESCO World Heritage
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The Massane Forest:
a long-standing example of a freely evolving area

© Diane Sorel

http://www.rnnmassane.fr/

http://www.rnnmassane.fr/
http://www.rnnmassane.fr/
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❖ Acquired in 2019 for over €2 million by 
ASPAS (Association for the protection of 
wildlife)

❖ Located in the Vercors Mountains, south-
eastern France

❖Managed under a strict non-intervention 
principle (no extractive or intrusive 
activities)

❖ Access limited to hiking on marked trails

❖ Raised social acceptance issues
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The Vercors Vie Sauvage Reserve: 
a contemporary freely evolving area

© ASPAS

https://aspas-reserves-vie-sauvage.org/les-reserves-de-vie-sauvage/vercors-vie-sauvage/
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❖ A long-term (700 years) proposal for a 
70 000 ha transboundary forest

❖ Located in the Ardennes (France-Belgium) 
or the Vosges du Nord (Fr-Germany)

➢ Vosges du Nord - Pfälzerwald 
Transboundary Biosphere Reserve

❖ Designed to support the conservation of 
temperate broadleaf forest ecosystems

❖ At this point, more a narrative and a vision 
than an operational project
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© Jessica Buczek

The Francis Hallé project: 
a transboundary vision for a European primeval forest

https://www.foretprimaire-francishalle.org/

https://www.foretprimaire-francishalle.org/
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Key unsolved challenges
of freely evolving areas

1. Economic, institutional 

and legal constraints

2. Social acceptance and 

legitimacy

3. Ecological management 

dilemmas

4. Regulation of large 

herbivores
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IUCN Resolution 091 (2025, Abu Dhabi):
supporting freely evolving areas

❖ Submitted by France, main sponsor: French Federation of 
Conservatoires d’espaces naturels

❖ Calls for the recognition and promotion of freely evolving 
areas as a conservation approach and as an opportunity 
to rethink relationships between humans and non-human 
living beings

❖ Encourages the development of policy, legal and financial 
tools to support their long-term implementation

❖ Requests the IUCN Director General to develop guidelines 
for the recognition of freely evolving areas

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/
WCC_2025_RES_091_EN.pdf
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Conclusion

FREELY EVOLVING AREAS

From a state of nature… 

to a conservation process
© Léa Romain
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THANK 
YOU!
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