
USA-Germany Partnership on Wilderness

• Create a trustful and permanent dialogue forum to 
foster regular exchange between the USA and 
Germany on wilderness and associated issues 

• To foster collaboration on joint research and 
wilderness governance

• To elaborate, enhance and publish wilderness 
concepts and research

• To enable exchange visits, expert workshops and 
joint study tours to wilderness areas in the USA and 
Germany 

Goals:



USA-Germany Partnership on Wilderness
Partner Organizations:



USA-Germany Partnership on Wilderness

• Webinar #1: Wilderness History and Challenges
• Webinar #2: Wildfire in Wilderness Areas
• Webinar #3: Wildlife
• Webinar #4: Wilderness Recreation
• Webinar #5: Expanding Wilderness Through Rewilding
• Webinar #6: Wild Rangelands: Rewilding with Bison
• Webinar #7: What is Wilderness Worth?

https://wildnisindeutschland.de/us-g-partnership/

Progress Thus Far:



Global Wilderness – Overview of Protection 
Systems and Practical Challenges

What can EU and Germany learn from this?



Stewarding a Global Wilderness Movement

www.wild.org



The root cause of the 

destruction of wilderness is 

a broken relationship 

between people & nature, 

which is why Magqubu 

called for a global indaba.



SOUTH DAKOTA
2024



12th World 
Wilderness 
Congress 
Resolutions



Protection Systems



The term “wilderness” is used in a variety of 
ways. 
• biological descriptor 
• type of protected-area classification 
• used to describe an essential dimension of 

human culture 

“Usually large unmodified or slightly modified 
areas, retaining their natural character and 
influence, without permanent or significant 
human habitation, protected and managed to 
preserve their natural condition.”

IUCN Category 1b



Wilderness Protection Takes Many Forms



Lessons from the Global Wilderness Community



Join the IUCN WCPA Wilderness Specialist Group 

A global community of practice for wilderness 
conservation and stewardship. Connect with 
practitioners, researchers, managers, Indigenous and 
community leaders.

Share lessons, tools, and case studies Contribute to IUCN 
guidance, policy, and global wilderness dialogue 

Support stronger protection and stewardship of wild 
nature



Thank you! Questions?
Adam Hanson adam@wild.org
Managing Director, Global Conservation 
Networks, WILD.org
Chair, IUCN WCPA Wilderness Specialist Group

Chris Armatas christopher.armatas@usda.gov
Research Social Scientist, U.S. Forest Service
Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute

mailto:adam@wild.org
mailto:adam@wild.org
mailto:christopher.armatas@usda.gov
mailto:christopher.armatas@usda.gov
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